Craig’s Corner
Our in-house horticulturist/arborist, Craig Miller, dispenses
practical advice for those seeking to simultaneously
conserve water and grow thriving, high-visual-impact,
drought-tolerant (xeriscape) gardens and landscapes.

PROGRAMMING YOUR IRRIGATION CONTROLLER

Programming your irrigation controller should not be a matter of “set it and forget it”. Your lawn requires different
amounts of water based on soil type, weather conditions and exposure. For example, south facing lawns will require
more frequent watering than shaded areas.

So, how do you determine a proper watering schedule? The easiest way is the simple footprint rebound test. If the grass
plants immediately rebound (upright themselves) after a �irm step of the foot, then the turf is not under stress from
lack of water. Step on the grass in each sprinkler zone over the course of several days to determine irrigation frequency.
When the grass lays �lat and does not recover quickly, it is time to water. Want to be sure? Dig down 3” to 6” with a
screwdriver or garden trowel. If the soil is damp, there is no need to water, even if the soil surface looks dry.

Footprints left on a lawn that needs water (left) and on a lawn approaching drought stress (right)

XERIC PLANT OF THE MONTH
Dog Tuff™ Grass (Cynodon ‘PWIN04S’) is a homeowner’s dream come true! This deep-rooted, dense, low-growing turf
grass is very drought-resistant and creates a tough, durable lawn. It is ideal for kids’ play, and stands up to dog traf�ic
and urine with little or no damage.
This grass is established from plugs. Within one season, it �ills into a thick, luxurious lawn, spreading by stolons that
root deep into the ground. It grows to only 2½-4 inches tall, so you need not mow it. Without mowing, it grows in gentle
mounds. If you prefer, mow about once a month, but be careful to only mow ½ inch of growth at a time or you will scalp
the lawn. Don't cut the grass short before winter; instead mow it low in early spring to reinvigorate it.

Craig can be reached at craig@cpnmd.org and 303-688-8550.

Dog Tuff™ Grass Pros:
• Very drought-tolerant
• Very resistant to dog urine
• Loves full, hot sun
• Grows happily on dry slopes
• Doesn’t wear thin in the winter like buffalo grass
• Recovers from excessive foot traf�ic quickly
• Honey bees love the pollen

Dog Tuff™ Grass Cons:
• Not tolerant of shade
• Not tolerant of weed killers like 2,4-D or glyphosate
• Not green until early June (in Colorado's Front Range)
• Not green after October 1 (in Colorado's Front Range)
• Not useful in USDA zones colder than zone 5

